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Thus in the second generation from c Gibbie with
the gowden garters,5 whose bride's portion was half a
Michaelmas moon, two of his descendants had achieved
hereditary honours.

Gilbert Elliot of Minto was the first of his name who
betook himself to the Law as a profession. That he
did so with the true Border energy, may be presumed
from the fact of his having risen to its highest honours.
His portrait at Minto gives the idea of a vigorous cha-
racter ; the strongly-marked features, the bold open eye,
and long upper lip bear a stamp of determination that
might have become the leader of a foray as well as the
Lord President of the Judges' Bench; and in the course
of his career he found more frequent occasion for the
exercise of qualities such as had been exhibited by his
forefathers, than a lawyer's life is apt to furnish.

Born in 1651, his youth was passed under the worst
Government that ever ruled in Scotland, and the per-
secutions and oppressions suffered by his countrymen
and kindred made a profound impression on a mind
already strongly imbued with Presbyterian sympathies.
At the Eestoration, two of his uncles of the Stobs
family had been subjected to heavy fines and forfeitures,
under pain of exclusion from the Act of Indemnity; but
after the attempt, no less foolish than wicked, to esta-
blish Prelacy by the Act of 1662, the whole of his con-
nection, male and female, seem warmly to have taken
up the cause of the Nonconformists. Then again the
harvest moon shone on armed bands travelling as un~
weariedly among the Border glens and hills to hear the